AVE MARIA

Sung in the Sardinian language

The people of Sardinia are very devoted to the Virgin Mary. The patron saint of the island is the
‘Madonna di Bonaria', a simulacrum found in the sanctuary of the same name in Cagliari. This song was
conceived to pray to the Virgin in the language most familiar to all social classes; Deus ti salvet Maria is
the title in the Sardinian language, which academics say derives directly from Latin. In the first chapter,
the text of the song is analysed; when the captions follow the original words, the Sardinian text is hi-
ghlighted in light blue. In the final chapter, there is a brief history of the song, from when it was created
to the present day.

Dal mire sono venuta, ¢ altraverso il mare vi vengo incontio,
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An ancnent song from my homeland Sardlma is |Hustrated in thls collectlon It is a:
partlcular version of the Chrlstlan prayer of the Ave Mana adapted to the Sardmlan
realrty by the Jesurt fathers and put lnto mu5|cal form This was done so that the_ :
majorrty of the populatlon who were farmers and shepherds could ea5|ly Iearn the :
prayer. In the flrst chapter the varlous passages of the text in Englrsh are lllustrated :
with subtltles from the onglnal Sardlnlan versron, through postal pleces that
|I|ustrate them The second chapter deals wuth the hlstory of this. smgular song, and
»shows how even today, desplte three centurles havmg passed thls composntlon rs,v
_stlll w;dely used m rellglous celebratlons m Sardmla e R TN
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