From Sparre to the De La Rue
through the essay and the proofs

by Gluseppe C!rneco

When the contract W|th Francesco Matralre, the sole suppher of
..stamps to the ngdom of Sardlnla, approached’ the explratlon the .-

. Ttalian Government srgned a contract for postage stamps wrth the._‘ o
Swedlsh Count Ambjorn Sparre : 3 iy ,

~ :».But the reports from London by Costantmo Perazzr about the quahty_' L
- of the production of the De La Rue firm, the rumors about the
- reliability of Sparre and his inability to respect the schedule of
production, led to the negotiation of a contract wrth De La Rue for -
“the supply of postage stamps. - '

The urgent need of a stamp for the new rate for mternal Ietters,
reduced from 20 to 15 centesimi in new postal law of May Sth 1862,
brought to a supplementary order to Francesco Matraire although his
contract had exprred The new stamp was prmted by llthography '

A partrcular feature of the stamps produced by De La Rue for the
Italian Government was introduced on request of Perazzi: a security
~ underprint in colorless ink that prevented the copymg of the stamps
by anastatlc methods.

In the exhibit it also shown the use of speamen De La Rue stamps
for the testing of the new cancellers that were to be mtroduced for
standardizing the variety of cancellers then in use. - : :

The exhibit ends with the proofs and essays prepared by other
printers in the hope to be selected as suppllers of stamps and seals ’
for. the Government, s '
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Sparre fromthe DeLa Rue S

It'a collectlon that 1ncludes essays and prepared tests ofﬁ01ally IR

Italy

0therw1se for the reahzatlon of the ﬁrst stamp of the Klngdom of _‘ ',

Most 1mp0rtant were the Matralre Count Ambjorn Sparre and De

- LaRue famﬂy The latter was ultnnately awarded the contract for

the preparation and dehvery of the first stamps of the Klngdom of
Italy Important are the proofs and the Matralre issue and the
preparatlon of the Sparre Watetmark paper, ‘watermark obtained

for pressure cleamng Even more 1nterest1ng ev1dence of the De
La Rue color and archival evidence and even the cancellation tests |

on paper overprinted stamps, as well as the cancellation of these

tests annlhllators stamps executed in London by Warren De La
Rue. : | o e
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