Danish West Indies 1856 - 1917
Stamps and Postage Due

Introduction. The Danish West Indics. 1 former Dinish pos-
session. is located o the East of Pueno Rico and consists of three
islands. St Thomus. St. Croix and St John. The nuain sskaind is
St. Thomas with the present-day capital Charlotic Amalic. The is-
lands were sold by Denmark 10 the United States for $25.000.000
i 1917, which also brought about the cessation of Danish West
Indics stamps

Because of its advantageous location. St. Thomas w a4s an unpor-
tant first port of call for ships from Europe and later o major coal
hub in the Canbbean for the steamers 10 and from Europc and the
U.S.A. The British Roval Mail Stcam Ship Company cstablished
i's main manl-hub for the entire Caribbean arca in St. Thoinas in
1842 but also French. German, Spanish and U S A. aperations of-
fered mail service. the same as well for local and privaie shipping
mail companics

Treatment. The aim of this exhibit is 10 show all the postage
and postage duc staips and their use on letters from 1856 through-
out the years until the (mnsition 1o U S, A

The material is aiming to show cssays and proofs. all of 1he
issucd stamps and postage duc with i clanging display of unused
and used stamps. postmarks used at various locations. invered
watermarks, UPU specimens, varietics and plated stamps for cs-
pecially the classics and bicoloured issucs. multiples and also
many printings The use of the stamps arc shawing cxamples on
letters and 10 some extend also letiers for the w hich the stamps
were pnnted (purpose of 1ssue POI). as well as examples of lci-
ters where the stamps were used 1o pay the full letter rate. boih for
inland and forcign postal rates

In 1905 the monetary system changed from "¢ and $ 1o the new
currency. 'BIT and Francs Stmultancously with new issues of
Denmark. the King's portrait. Christian IN. w as uscd for the first
time with the new BIT currency

Rarity. Although the postal law was issued on 10 November
I855. it was only on | April 1836 that the firsy classic stamp issuc
Was put into circulation and lasting until 1873

The 3¢ was only initially' meant 10 sene the purpose of paving
the postage for letier mies within the islands only and for a 9¢ lei-
ter rate by direct Danish ship to the mother country . not for forcign
mail. Consequently . the classic stmps are scarce on letters and the
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same cim be said for the early prntings of the 1874 bicoloured
issuc. It was only when the islands Joined the Unmiversal Postal
Unton on 191877 and all other mail operations ¢cased, tha
DWI stamps became frequently used on forcign mail. Demand
increased for more values and larger volumes, which means ofT
course. that more stamps have sunvived 1o this day compared the
stamps issucd uniil 1874,

Scarce items and only recorded are marked with text i red.
black bold text lus been used for guidance and importani infor-
nation

Organisation of the exhibit
The classic issue 1836 - 1866
The classic issue perforation 12%, 1873
Bicoloured perforation 14x13% 1873 - 1895
1,3, 4,5 7,10, 12, 14 and S0¢
4 Provisional 1 CENT, 1887
N Provisional 10 CENTS 1895
6 Bicoloured perforation 12V, 1896 - 1901
1.3, 4,5 and 10¢
Coat of arms 1 and 3¢, 1901

o N

Provisional 1902, Local overprint
Capenhagen overprine

9 Provisional, 2¢ bisected (d¢ bicoloured), 1963
10 Coat of arms 2 and 8¢, 1903

11 Provisional 3 BIT 1905

12 King Christian IX, 3, 10, 20, 25, 40 and 50 BIT, 1905
13 St. Thomas Harbour, 1, 2 and 5 Francs, 1907
14 King Frederik VIII, 1907
15 King Christian X, 1915

16 Postage due cents

17 Postage due BIT

18 Transition to LISA

Nomenclatire For the bicoulored oval issues the nomenclature
from Lasse Niclsen's 6-valume books has been used. The DAKA
listing for Antiqua (ANT) and Grotesque (LAP) postmarks. for
registrauon marks and labels Vie Engsirom’s listing were used
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